
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 1 (Part 3) 
Last time we looked at the biblical context of Joseph & Mary’s betrothal and the options Joseph would have had based on the 
Mosaic Law’s directives for when a woman is found pregnant out of wedlock.  Mary knows that the child is of the holy spirit but 
Joseph learns later by a dream (Matthew 1:18-21).  The dream’s message is consequential; not only to quell Joseph’s fear and 
confusion but also to announce the purpose and significance of the child. 
 
Matthew 1:18-19, 20-25 - Angelic Visitor Fills In The Details 
 
The angel tells Joseph to “not be afraid to take Mary as your wife” (v. 20) based on the fact that this is God’s doing.  The angel 
then tells Joseph that the child is going to be the Savior of the world.  Even though this information comes via angel, that’s 
still a lot to process! 
 
A few key terms: 
 
“Joseph Son of David” - the angel calls to Joseph with a reference to his Davidic lineage. 
 
“Jesus” - (Gk. Iēsous) was the historical, everyday name, and is Yeshua‘/Yehoshua‘ (Joshua) in Hebrew, meaning "Yahweh saves” 
(ESV Study Bible) 
 
“For he will save his people from their sins…” - this is a reference to the meaning of the name “Jesus”.  It’s common in Biblical 
literature to reference the meaning of a name at the time of the giving of the name. Here are some other examples: 
 

Genesis 5:29 - Now he called his name Noah, saying, "This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands 
arising from the ground which the LORD has cursed." 

 
  The name “Noah” is related to the Hebrew word for “rest” or “relief” 
 

Genesis 17:5 - "No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the father 
of a multitude of nations. 

 
  The name Abraham means “exalted father” or “father of many” 
   

Exodus 2:10 - The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. And she named him Moses, and 
said, "Because I drew him out of the water." 

 
  The name Moses sounds like the Hebrew word “drawing out” 
 
Similar stories are told of Jacob/Israel and his 12 sons and other Biblical figures.  Matthew uses this common Biblical pattern 
when announcing Jesus (Joshua), “the one who will save his people from their sins”.  The most well known “Joshua” led Israel into 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


the Promised Land, the final stage of God’s salvation of the people from their slavery in Egypt and from the pagan nations of 
Canaan.  This greater “Joshua” wasn’t going to simply save the people from their political or military enemies - but from their 
greatest enemies - sin and death.  Jesus, a fitting name for the savior of the world 
 
“Immanuel” - this name comes from a prophecy in Isaiah 7 which has a double meaning - a meaning for Isaiah’s day and a greater 
meaning fulfilled in Jesus.  You can’t really understand the way the word is used in Matthew if you don’t already know the way 
the term was used in Isaiah. 
 
In Isaiah’s day, the nation of Judah was facing a very serious threat from two invading armies (Aram and the northern kingdom 
Israel). This was during King Ahaz’s reign in Jerusalem.  According to 2 Chronicles 28, enemy armies attack as a consequence of 
King Ahaz’s evil. 
 
2 Chronicles 28:1-4 - Ahaz’s Sinful Reign 
 
2 Chronicles 28:5-8 - Aram and Israel Afflict Judah 
 
Sin, idolatry and evil abound.  While God’s temple is physically in Jerusalem and a king related to David sits on a throne, they 
are only empty symbols devoid of their spiritual power. The land of Judah has been overrun by Aram & Israel and now they are 
turning their sights on Jerusalem. 
 
If there were any faithful people left in Judah and Jerusalem, they were scarce and scared. If any godly people remained, they 
surely would have wondered - “with all the evil that has been done, could God still be with us?” Have we fallen too far?  Is His 
covenant promise still in effect?  Is the God of Abraham still for us, still with us? 
 
With the city of Jerusalem under threat of attack, God tells the prophet Isaiah to go to Jerusalem and meet with the king.  Think 
about how a city would have been fearful and anxious knowing an attack could happen at any time.  And in this context, God 
tells Isaiah to not only go and see the king, but to bring his own son with him - something you wouldn’t normally do in a 
warzone!  Isaiah is going to bring his child with him and is told to be courageous as he goes to demonstrate to king Ahaz that 
Isaiah is not afraid because God is with him. 
 
Here is what the LORD says: 
 

Isaiah 7:3-4 - Then the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the 
conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller's field, 4 and say to him, 'Take care and be calm, have no fear 
and do not be fainthearted (in the face of the threat of these two kings)... 

 
The LORD speaks to the king through Isaiah and says that the LORD is going to fight for his people against their enemies.  The LORD 
tells them that even though the people of Judah and Jerusalem have sinned and don’t “deserve” God’s help or love, he is giving it 
to them because he is merciful and gracious.  He is saving them, and not abandoning them in this moment of crisis (please read 
Isaiah 7 for all the details).  God says of the potential attack and defeat: 
 

Isaiah 7:7 - thus says the Lord GOD: "It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass. 
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Then, before Isaiah (and his son) leave the king, Isaiah offers the king a “sign” of hope that these things will surely come to 
pass.  Here is the exchange:  
 

Isaiah 7:10-13 (NLT) - Later, the LORD sent this message to King Ahaz: 11 "Ask the LORD your God for a sign of confirmation, 
Ahaz. Make it as difficult as you want-- as high as heaven or as deep as the place of the dead."  

 
12 But the king refused. "No," he said, "I will not test the LORD like that." 13 Then Isaiah said, "Listen well, you royal 
family of David! Isn't it enough to exhaust human patience? Must you exhaust the patience of my God as well? 

 
In other words, if the LORD says: “I’ll give you a sign that my word will come to pass - go ahead and ask for any kind of sign 
you want” - ask for a sign!  Since King Ahaz doesn’t ask for a sign, the LORD himself says he will provide the “sign”.  And what 
is this sign signifying?  That God is going to save his people from their enemies. That’s a key point to connecting the dots from 
Isaiah 7 and Matthew 1. 
 
Here is what happens next: 
 

Isaiah 7:14-16 (NLT) - All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 
give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means 'God is with us'). 15 By the time this child is old enough to 
choose what is right and reject what is wrong, he will be eating yogurt and honey. 16 For before the child is that old, the 
lands of the two kings you fear so much will both be deserted. 

 
In the original context of Isaiah 7 the birth of a child was going to be the sign that God was still with his people and that he 
was going to save them.  He uses a child and references how old the child will be as a timeline to follow for when these things 
will happen. 
 
Somewhere in Judah at the time of Isaiah 7 a women who was currently a virgin was going to get pregnant - she would have a 
son, name him Immanuel and then the child would age to the point of being able to eat yogurt and honey (we know that newborns 
should not eat honey until they are at least 1 years old because of a threat of botulism prior to that based on their intestinal 
development).  In other words, before the child turns 1, the two kings will no longer be a threat. 
 
The birth of this child is the sign that God is with his people still.  They are afraid and facing certain death because of a 
strong enemy - and God says - hold on a second - a virgin is going to have a baby and that baby being born is going to be the 
sign that God is with his people and God is going to fulfill his promise to save his people! 
 
As you read on to chapter 8, this phrase “God is with us” will be used again to remind the people of God of this promise, with a 
play on words based on this child’s name.  Isaiah prophetically speaks to the enemies against God’s people the following: 
 

Isaiah 8:9-10 (NLT) - "Huddle together, you nations, and be terrified. Listen, all you distant lands. Prepare for battle, but 
you will be crushed! Yes, prepare for battle, but you will be crushed! 10 Call your councils of war, but they will be 
worthless. Develop your strategies, but they will not succeed. For God is with us!" (Hebrew: Immanuel) 

 
So, while this is a lot of Old Testament history and prophecy, it is really important for us to know and remember these things in 
this context because Matthew surely knows the story of Isaiah 7, and so does Joseph.  In the time of Isaiah 7, a child was going 
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to be the sign that God had not abandoned his people and that He was still with them.  In Matthew 1:18, a child will be born that 
will be the sign that God has not abandoned his people and is still with them. 
 
In Isaiah’s time a virgin would have gotten married and then gotten pregnant and then delivered a child named “Immanuel.”  In 
Matthew, God does one better - a virgin is going to become pregnant (while still a virgin!) by the holy spirit and give birth to a 
child who will be the son of God - the greatest demonstration to the world that “God is with us.” 
 
Joseph and Mary are living in a challenging time in history - a pagan and immoral empire rules Israel, there is no Davidic 
monarchy, and the powerful and direct prophetic ministry of Isaiah’s day seems like a legend. Surely they would have wondered - 
“with all the evil that has been done, could God still be with us?” Have we fallen too far?  Is His covenant promise still in 
effect?  Is the God of Abraham still for us, is he still with us? 
 
And then… 
 

Luke 1:26-35 - Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And coming 
in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you. 29 But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept 
pondering what kind of salutation this was. 
 
30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31 "And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; 
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His 
kingdom will have no end." 
 
34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called 
the Son of God. 

 
The name Immanuel is not so much Jesus’ literal name but more a reference to the prophetic significance of his birth in parallel 
to the original usage.  The birth of Jesus is the greatest sign in history of God being with us - rather than abandoning us - 
Jesus will and has saved us from our sins!!  Remember, Matthew 1:23 is an Old Testament quote and comes on the heels of verse 22 
which says: “now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:” and then verse 23 quotes the 
prophet.  
 
Jesus is not the first Joshua, he is the greatest.  Jesus is not the first Immauel, he is the greatest. 
 
Matthew 1:24-25 - Joseph’s Reaction To The Angel 
 
Joseph “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.” If that isn’t a good summary of what it means to be a person of faith, I 
don’t know what is! Joseph, a figure we don’t know too much about from scripture is a man of kindness (wanted to put Mary away 
privately rather than through public disgrace, v. 19), a man of wisdom (he was considering what to do about Mary’s pregnancy 
rather than jumping to rash conclusions, v. 20), and a man of humility (he obeys the angel and keeps Mary a virgin till she gave 
birth to Jesus, v. 24).   
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His plans are completely turned upside down. He gets married to Mary risking his own public disgrace because of the timing of her 
pregnancy and their betrothal.  He becomes a father but not of his own biological doing.  He will adjust his life plans and 
dreams in light of God’s plans and purposes. 
 
He does this because God’s plans and purposes were bigger and better than Joseph’s.  He did this because he was aware of God’s 
desire and will.  He did this because Joseph was a descendant of Abraham and David, Rahab and Ruth, Hezekiah and Zerubbabel - 
men and women who committed their lives and their ways and their plans to the LORD and who said “not my will, but yours be 
done”.  As they said this and lived in light of this, they experienced God firsthand and saw their own lives be a part of God’s 
eternal plan!  Joseph knew that living for God was better than marrying and marriage, living for God was better than being a 
parent or grandparent.  Joseph believed that trusting God was better than self-reliance.  Joseph believed that obedience was 
better than plotting his own course. Joseph believed eternity was more important than immediacy.   
 
Joseph’s faith and humility and obedience and surrender are on full display in just these short closing verses of chapter 1 - and 
while Jesus’ greatest teacher and example and model was His Father in heaven, Joseph wasn’t a bad human example and model for 
the one who would embody faith and humility, obedience and surrender for the entire world. 
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